
 
Spradling - Basic English 

January 8, 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 

The spring 2018 semester is here! I have many exciting things planned. There are some new 

things happening in our classroom and I am looking forward to a highly productive semester! 

First, I am asking students and parents to sign up for  REMIND 101 , a notification app that makes 

reminders a breeze. You and your student get text reminders from me. They prepare work on time! You 

can send me responses or ask me questions!  

-Option 1:   Works for non-smart and smart phones.  Basic English 9/10  - Text @k4ebaf to the number 

81010.  Basic English 11/12  - Text @h92bc8   to the number 81010. You will receive a welcome text from 

Remind. (Note:  if 81010 doesn’t work, you may text to (240) 616-1732). 

-Option 2:   Install the Remind app on your smartphone or device. Once logged in, join by entering the 

code: for  Basic English 9/10 :    k4ebaf   /  for  Basic English 11/12 :   h92bc8 

-Option 3:   Click on the link to sign up and join my class group. 

Basic English 9/10 -  https://www.remind.com/join/k4ebaf 

Basic English 11/12 -  https://www.remind.com/join/h92bc8 

 

WHAT’S NEW:   I am pleased to introduce  Flipgrid  to help create a “flipped” classroom. Flipgrid 

is a website which allows me to post videos, links and lessons to a grid. The students create short 

response videos, post them to our grid and collaborate with others through viewing and feedback.   Other 

tools we’ve used previously are  EdPuzzle  and  Quizlet . EdPuzzle, an interactive lesson site,  brings video 

lessons to life with audio-notes and questions. Quizlet allows students to practice and enjoy review 

games to help deepen understanding of words and concepts in each unit.  These tools mean students 

can access lectures or instruction anytime, anywhere, saving valuable classroom time for peer 

collaboration and teacher support. Another important online tool we’ll be using is  Read Theory . The 

purpose is to encourage and reward reading practice at the student’s personal level while developing 

data in order to evaluate progress. Please visit Read Theory’s information page at 

https://readtheory.org/static/pdf/parent_flyer.pdf .  

This semester we will continue our new curriculum,  myPerspectives , in both print and digital 

versions. If your student is absent or needs to catch up, they can access most materials online. Follow 

this link (also available on my classroom website and through the school website):   goo.gl/MzMqJz 

(case sensitive) and log in:  Username: Student  ID number@my.hartdistrict.org   Password: first initial, 

last initial, #, 6 digit birthdate (without commas, lowercase) for example:  ab#010205. 
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  ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS:    Weekly Reading Logs  have been the main homework I assign. 

Previously 20 minutes per week, I am increasing it to 50 minutes per week (10 minutes per day, 5 days a 

week). In order to improve in vocabulary, reading and writing, free reading of 10 minutes per day is 

required. Each Monday, students will get a Reading Log to record daily reading. They may read anytime 

during the week, due the following Monday. For your convenience, you may access a Reading Log from 

my website (listed below). If all else fails, have your student record their readings on a piece of paper 

with the dates and summaries! Additional homework will be limited, such as completing tasks not finished 

in class, catching up on Read Theory quizzes, and any special assignments.  A few words on essay 

writing:   Last semester, we had low rates of essay completion, despite many days in class with 

scaffolded outlines, templates and one-to-one support. Writing prompts are designed to help your 

student meet writing standards, prepare them for the CAASPP as well as to prepare them to tackle 

placement tests for community or state college. And of course, writing skills will be necessary throughout 

life! To encourage students to complete essays, I am increasing the points of a rough draft to 90 points in 

order to reflect the importance of writing practice. Writing help will be available at lunch during the week 

we are working on essays. I will notify you and your student when that time comes.  

STAYING INFORMED:   There are several ways you can stay informed about what is happening 

in Basic English:  Remind 101 and my website,  http://jspradling.wixsite.com/saugus , where you may view 

the  lesson calendar . There, you will also find a link to Google Classroom where activity links are posted. 

Please take a moment to talk to your student about their usernames and passwords for school accounts 

so that someone is always able to log in. I am aware that some families may not have reliable access to 

internet services. Please contact me or have your student inform me and I will make arrangements to be 

sure they get access to all materials.  

As always, you may email me at  jspradling@hartdistrict.org . I strive to respond to emails within 24 

hours. While I do have a classroom phone extension (listed below), the voicemail is not reliable and I am 

usually busy teaching, so calling is the least effective way to reach me.  

Thank you so much for your time and for supporting your student’s progress! 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

Mrs. Jill Spradling 

Basic English Teacher, Education Specialist, Saugus High School 

jspradling@hartdistrict.org 

(661) 297-3900 ext. 1107 
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